
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

Geary Jonas; James P. “Sean” Viars; Michael 

Duncan; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                           

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

                         

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Mike Jones, Wendy Wingo, Chris Robertson, Avery 

Brown, Brinkley Hash, Donnie Buck, William M. 

Jones, Dale Mercer, Joshua Buck, David Evans, 

Shannon Rogish, Roger Hedrick, Randy Zook, 

Mike Fisher                    
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Hash and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the April 26, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for: Hash, 

Yontz, Jonas, Lloyd, Duncan, Viars; zero (0) against. 

 

PROCLAMATION- FIREFIGHTERS DAY – Town Manager Childers read a proclamation to 

recognize May 4 as Firefighters Day.  Town Manager Childers stated that the town appreciates 

each member of the department for their time and sacrifice.  Mayor Litz presented each member 

of the fire department with a Marathon gas card in the amount of $100.   
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Chief David Evans thanked Mayor Litz and members of Council for the gas cards.  Chief Evans 

reported that the fire department answered eighty-one (81) calls so far this year.  He added that 

they have had an increase in calls from last year.  He stated that the dry weather has resulted in 

an increase in grass, brush and even structure fires.   He added that the department appreciates 

the town for everything it does for the fire department. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Donnie Buck and Chris Robertson were present regarding the sidewalk in front of Asbury 

Church on Church Street.  Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with Virginia 

Department of Transportation (VDOT) about repairs to the sidewalk.  The representative from 

VDOT explained that the sidewalk is mainly the responsibility of the Church due to the location 

to the building.  She explained that the County has County Safety Operations Improvements 

(CSOI) funds that can be utilized for sidewalk repairs.  Town Manager Childers contacted Wythe 

County Administrator, Stephen Bear to see what the county does with their CSOI funds.  Mr. 

Bear stated that the funds are only for repairs, and the county mainly uses it to address unsafe 

roadways, damage from trees, etc.  Mr. Bear stated that his concern is that if the funding is used 

to repair this sidewalk, then in the future other requests will be made for similar issues.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that unless the town can get the county to use the CSOI funds, he does 

not think there is anything the town can do to help with the issue.   Mr. Buck stated that when 

Asbury purchased the property the congregation had an average attendance of eighty to one 

hundred people.  The attendance has increased to one hundred forty to one hundred fifty people.  

He added that the result is an increase in foot traffic along the sidewalk in front of the church.  

The main concern from the church is that if someone falls on the sidewalk who would be liable.  

Town Manager Childers stated that it would not be the town because Church Street is owned by 

VDOT.  Town Manager Childers stated that he and the VDOT representative also inspected the 

sidewalk on Main Street in front of Jim Lloyd’s Barber Shop and Sobey Law Firm.  He added 

that the main difference in that sidewalk and the Church Street sidewalk is the width of the 

streets.  Main Street has a forty-foot right-of-way and Church Street has a thirty-foot right-of-

way.    Councilmember Lloyd stated that the town could join into a partnership agreement with 

the property owners and help repair the sidewalks.  Town Manager Childers stated that now is a 

good time to get a quote from the contractor that is performing the work on the current sidewalk 

project. He stated that he will ask the contractor to look at the project and get a cost estimate on 

the repairs.  Councilmember Duncan asked Mr. Buck if the town was willing to pay half of the 

cost would the church be willing to pay half.  Mr. Buck and Mr. Robertson stated that it is a 

possibility.   Councilmember Viars stated that the sidewalk is also used by the public when 

walking on Church Street.  Mr. Buck stated that the church is not only worried about elderly 

people, but there are also people with babies and young children that can potentially fall.   

 

7:20 Chief Breedlove entered the meeting 

 

Wendy Wingo addressed Council regarding her neighbor on North Greever Street.  Ms. Wingo’s 

property is located on the corner of Chestnut Avenue and North Greever Street.  Ms. Wingo 

stated that she is concerned about the amount of trash piled up on the neighbor’s property, and 

roaches are visible.   She added that the neighbor builds fires in the yard and the smoke is 

constantly coming in through the HVAC into her home.  She stated that the electricity has been 

disconnected by American Electric Power (AEP), and he is now running a generator for 

electricity.    Ms. Wingo added that for a year and a half, the neighbor’s back door has not been 

used because the trash is so piled up.  She added that the door cannot be closed all the way due to 
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the trash.   Town Manager Childers stated that Jimmy Gordon lives on the other side and has also 

had issues with this property owner.  Ms. Wingo stated that she is concerned about the elderly 

gentleman that lives in the house since the electricity is disconnected.  Councilmember Duncan 

stated that if there is not electricity in the home then could it be considered condemned.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the health department will not condemn the property unless there is 

raw sewage.  Ms. Wingo stated that she has contacted the Department of Social Services.  

Councilmember Hash asked Ms. Wingo if she had contacted the neighbor regarding the smoke.  

Ms. Wingo stated that she has attempted to talk to the son, but nothing has changed.  Town 

Manager Childers suggested sending a letter to the homeowner to address the issue.  Mayor Litz 

stated that Council has received a complaint and the next step is to contact the property owner. 

Chief Breedlove stated that the items on the front porch cannot be addressed, but the household 

trash can be.  Chief Breedlove stated that he will talk to the homeowner and give him a warning.  

Councilmember Duncan stated after the warning if the issue persists, then a written warning 

should be given.     

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Town Manager Childers read a thank you note from Cheryl Viars for the contribution to hospice 

in memory of her mother. 

 

Mayor Litz read an invitation from Rural Retreat High School Class of 2022 for commencement 

exercises on Friday, May 27, 2022, at 6pm at Community Stadium.  He added that Council 

members are urged to attend this event. 

 

POLICE REPORT 

 

Chief Breedlove stated that the prom was very nice, and he did not have any issues. 

 

Mayor Litz asked if the traffic has slowed down on West Baumgardner.  Chief Breedlove stated 

that the road is rough, and it is difficult to over 30 mph.  

 

Chief Breedlove stated that the storage units behind the daycare have been broken into.  He 

reported that he is continuing to work on the case. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – None 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor Yontz reported that he is finalizing the line up 

and the times for each group.   

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Chief Breedlove stated that the property owner has moved a lot 

of the boxes from the yard into the garage.  He would like to give her two more weeks because 

she is trying, and the weather was an issue when the original letter was sent.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

None 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that hopefully by the next council 

meeting the new bylaws and personnel files will be ready.  

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton reported that the finance committee met 

prior to council regarding the Fy2022-23 budget.  She stated that a complete budget will be 

presented to council at the next meeting.  Treasurer Patton reported that she and Town Manager 

Childers met with representatives from VaCorp today to discuss an insurance proposal.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that he received an email from VRSA stating their proposal will be 

presented next week.   

 

Treasurer Patton stated that the finance committee will propose a decrease in the real estate tax 

rate from .189 per $100 to .17 per $100 for Fy2022-23.  She stated that if the town’s revenue 

increases more than one percent from the prior year’s billed revenue then a public hearing is 

required to change the rate.  The public hearing cannot be held at the same time as the proposed 

budget public hearing.  The finance committee also discussed a decrease in the personal property 

rate from .50 per $100 to .45 per $100 which would set the rate the same as it was in 2008.  

Treasurer Patton explained that the cost of a used vehicle has increased, therefore the committee 

would like to lower the rate to give citizens some relief on the personal property taxes.  Treasurer 

Patton stated that, if necessary, the public hearing can be held on Monday, June 13, 2022. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Councilmember Duncan stated the 

personnel committee will meet prior to the council meeting on May 24, 2022, at 6:00pm. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Councilmember Viars stated that Smyth County received a grant for a 

water study.   He stated that Smyth County would like to see the results of the study before they 

spend their American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding on the project.  He added that Smyth 

County stated in a press release published in the SWVA news that they plan to work with Rural 

Retreat on a water project. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the sewer project at $1.2 million leaves about $236,000 for 

the water project at Staley Spring.  He explained that the water plant could be paid off with 

cigarette tax proceeds if council would like to utilize the funds for that purpose.  Mayor Litz 

stated that the town will have some debt involved with the project.  Building a water plant at 

Staley Spring will provide a backup water plant. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed. 

 

• Phases 9 and 10 are starting to gain speed with a lot of work being done lately.  I have 

inspected the properties many times, and I feel that it is of high quality and looks very 

good.  

 

• Carolina Grading and Utilities is on site and working on preliminary construction for 

Phase 1 of the sewer project.  They are currently at the High School and are set to start 

installing manholes and sewer line. 
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• J.G. Corum will be in town soon to start the grade work for the Downtown Revitalization 

Project.  We were able to inspect the dirt and materials located at the Town dump 

property.  It appears that this fill will be acceptable for project.  This will save $36k in 

cost.  Right now the town is right at budget for the grade work on this project. 

 

Town Manager Childers added that once the grading is complete the dirt will need to settle 

before any paving is done on the site. He stated that when the DHCD funding is exhausted 

the project site will be a green space.  He added that decisions will need to be made from that 

point on. Mike Jones agreed that it will not be satisfactory to do any pavement before the dirt 

settles.   Town Manager Childers stated that once the grading is completed, the head wall is 

installed, the drainage and sidewalk projects are completed then decisions can be made on 

how to move forward with the site.  He stated that the town can discuss hiring a contractor to 

build the farmer’s market building if necessary.   

 

• Sidewalks Asbury church and Main St-Discussion. 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for May 10, 2022, were read and approved.  

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


